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This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following 
reasons: 

1. Qjj Claims Nos: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



□ 



Claims Nos : 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to 
such an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 
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Claims Nos : 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 
6.4(a) m 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 
See extra sheet 
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Supplemental Box 

{ Jo be used when the space in any of Boxes I to VHI is not sufficient) . , 

Continuation of Box No: II 

The international application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not relate to 
one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. In coming to this 
conclusion the International Searching Authority has found that there are different inventions as follows: 

1 . Claims 1-17 are directed to a sampling device characterised by a male portion, female portion and a sample 
removal means being provided with an amount of sample preservative or preservative that is available to the 
sample within a sample receiving space . It is considered that the underlined feature comprises a first "special 
technical feature". 

2. Claims 1 8-20 are directed to a sampling device characterised by a male portion comprising a base and an 
upstanding member and a female portion comprising a first female base portion and a cap including a resilient 
ring retained therebetween to prevent and/or detect tampering . It is considered that the underlined feature 
comprises a second "special technical feature". 

These groups are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept, that is, they do not have any common 
inventive features, which define a contribution over the prior art. The common concept linking together these groups 
of claims is providing a sampling and tagging system simultaneously. However this concept is not novel in the light of 
any of the citations listed in this search report. Therefore these claims lack unity a posteriori. 

However all these inventions could be searched together without effort which would warrant an additional fee. 
Therefore all the inventions have been searched without extra charge. 
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